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have left to live elsewhere so the membership
has dropped, more or less gradually, for many
vears, The number of members reported to the
Association for 1978 was 52.

Phe South Fork Baptist Church
In the year 1953

The members of the church have always
taken pride in keeping the property in good
repair and in adding improvements when it
was feasible to do so. It may be of interest
to 1list some of the major repairs and additions
with the dates when those things were done:

1915 ~ A new roof was put on the church
building at a cost of ¥77.17.

1916 - The side walls of the church
were repapered. The paper cost §7.00.

1920 - A gas line was laid to the church
building and gas stoves installed.

1922 - The cement platform at the front
of the church building was constructed. This
includes a monument to "the horse and buggy
days™ in the form of a block of cement rising
above the level of the platform at one corner

for the convenienwe of horseback riders in
mounting ang dismounting.
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1946 ~ The bullding was wired for elece
tricity.

1955 =~ The papered sidewalls wers covered
with Celotex paneling.

1556 ~ Flans were made for a2 cinder block
additvion, 28 by 32 feet, Lo be added to the
back part ¢f the church building. This room
wag to serve ap Sunday School rooms, kitchen
and dining room. The sstimsted cost for mater-
lals was 24450.00. Clyde Gray was the carpen~
ter and planned the room.

196% = The ceiling of the sanctuary was
refinighed with celotex replacing the embossed

metal ceiling (which had deterisrated) used when

the chureh wes built in 1909.

1962 - The gas stoves were replaced by
floor furnaces.

1964 ~ A water system was installed and
rest rooms were finished in the cinder bhlsock
addition.

1979 - 4 gas forced air furnace was ine-
S'ﬁ&lled I

Much of the 1ife of a2 chureh is not
recorded in the minutes since they are pri-
marily a record of the formel transactions.
The spiritual life of a church is evidenced
in the zeal and devotion ¢f its members in
carrying out the purpcose of the church and
is reflected in the daily walk of those
who have pledged themselves to follow the
principles of living a Christian life as
revealed by the Holy Bible. Down through
the yearg there have been faithful and
consecrated men and women who have helped to
keep the true spirit ¢f the church alive.
Yany may not have been those whose names
appeared in the minutes,or some never may
have been known to "speak out in church®, but
by dedicated lives and according to their
talents they contributed much to the spiritual
life of the church. ‘
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The hundreds of church meetings held
through the years, the sermons preached, the
Sunday School lessons taught, the hymns sung,
the prayers offered, the revivals attended,
the baptismal services conducted, the mest-
ings of the nission circls held, the contri= _
butions of money or timé made, thé fellow- |
ship enjoyed while partaking of food spread
on improvised tables in the grove, the worlk-
ing together on & elean~up or repair projedt,
and the. friendships formed sre only sofme of
the aspects of ehurch life that heve conltrie
buted in varying degrees to furthering the
way of 1ife for which the chureh stands. The
infivence of The South Pork Baptist Church upon
the lives it has touched, in its long history,
and the exteni of that influence ig immeasyr
able.,
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Afterworsd

After completion of the foregoing pages

the following information nertaining to South
§ affiliation with anp Association (referreq
page 11) was obtained:

"The Broad Run dssociation was organized
16,1835 (six years before the orgapi-
&t the time

Association

ewWis, Upshar, Webster, Braxton, Gilmer,
Roane, Doddridge, Ritehi Barbour,
Tyler, ang Monongalia.

There is a
ninutes of "messengers" T.3.g G.G.Griffin,
and Allison Barnett from the Fork Church

attending the 18th Annua
Run Association in 188%,

The 43rd 4nnuaj Meeting of the Broad Fun
Association was held August 31~September 1
1881 at the South Fork church."

The above would indicate that South Fork
Church was a member of the Broad Run Assoeciation
from the time the churech wasg Organized wntil
joini i iation in 1889.




